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PRESS CLIPPINGS

$1 4 million
Templeton
Prize hails
S. African

By Jim Remsen
INQUIRER FAITH LIFE EDITOR
A South African mathemati-
cian who toils in the rarefied
field of theoretical cosmology
has won this year’s $1.4 million
Templeton Prize, billed as the
world’s largest monetary award
for achievement in any field.
The Radnor-based John Tem-
pleton Foundation, which pro-
motes harmony between sci-
ence and religion, announced
yesterday that George F.R. Ellis,
professor of applied mathemat-
ics at the University of Cape
Town, is its 2004 laureate.
Ellis, 64, was honored for
metaphysical writings that as-

sert that kenosis, self-sacrificing

love, is part of the

with whom he wrote the stan-
dard work The Large Scale Struc-
ture of Space-Time, in 1973. But

Ellis, a Quaker activist, is far

more religious than the famous-

ly atheistic Hawking.
In an interview from New
York, where the award was an-
nounced, Ellis said
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for fostering that at-

titude and practice [of kenosis],
and to require it for harmoni-
ous functioning at every level.”

Theoretical cosmologists
study the universe as a system
and develop theories about its
evolution and nature.

Ellis said his observations
about kenosis embody his work
in the realm of metaphysics, not
his scientific research into stars
and the birth of the universe.

Ellis is a protege of British
cosmologist Stephen Hawking,

er the laws of basic
mathematics, we believe they
would discover the deep-lying
nature of morality.”
Evidénce of universal kenosis

“isn’t to be seen in the physical -

world” of hard science, he said.
“It is a hope. The evidence is
that it is a trans-religious phe-
nomenon.”

Born an Anglican, Ellis became
a Quaker in 1974 and wrote sever-
al critiques of the South African
apartheid government’s housing
practices. The works were de-
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George F.R. Ellis (right), a University of Cape Town professor, with
John Templeton Jr., president of the Radnor-based Templeton
Foundation, which promotes harmony between science and
religion. The award was announced yesterday in New York.

nounced by the regime, but later
helped guide housing reforms.

Ellis .said his nation’s renewal
under the “transformatory” lead-
ership of Nelson Mandela was
proof that the world is best under-
stood through a blend of rationali-
ty and “extra-rational hope.”

“George was courageous, hid-
ing people in his house, giving
them asylum at great risk to
himself,” said physicist Abhay
Ashtekar, director of the Center
for Gravitational Physics and
Astronomy at Pennsylvania
State University. “I think he
sees his life and science in
some sense as coming from
above, as globally religious.”

Ellis said he would apply half
of his prize money to his univer-
sity research and donate the
rest to Quaker and other chari-
ties in South Africa.

The Templeton Prize for
Progress Toward Research or
Discoveries About Spiritual Re-
alities is valued at 795,000 Brit-
ish pounds, more than $1.4 mil-
lion. Past winners include Billy
Graham, Alexander Solzhen-
itsyn and Mother Teresa.
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