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- CHARLES TAYLOR WINS $1.8M TEMPLETON PRIZE

MARY ALTAFFER, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Charles Taylor accepted the Templeton Prize yesterday, attributing his investigative spirit into Canadian nationality to his
upbringing in a family of ‘.two solitudes’ — a mother whose native language was French and a father who was English.

Revered Montreal philosopher
filled with %oy and humility”

FRONT PAGE

BY JENNIFER GREEN
in Ottawa
AND STEVEN EDWARDS
in New York L
Charles Taylor, one of the
world’s most renowned
philosophers, has become the
first Canadian to win the
Templeton Prize, the most lu-
crative academic honour in
the world with a cash value of
more than $1.8 million Cdn.
The annual prize was cre-
ated by American philan-
thropist John Templeton in
1973 to recognize research in
the field of spirituality — es-
pecially as it intersects with
science and modern society.

He made it more lucrative
than the Nobel prizes to un-
derline his conviction that
matters of faith are the most
important to mankind.

At a reception in New York
to announce the 2007 prize-
winner yesterday, Mr. Taylor
spoke of the “great affinity”
he has for the goals of the
Templeton Foundation, and
said the bilingual environ-
ment in which he grew up in
Montreal — his mother’s na-
tive tongue was French, his
father’s English — gave him
his investigative spirit.

“It was my life in Quebec —
in a family that was ... be-
tween two solitudes — where

all the great questions were
asked,” he explained in
French. “And it’s that which
fed and gave me a sense from
a very young age of the im-
portance of these questions,”
he said, switching to English
halfway through his sentence,
in typical Montreal style.

Mr. Taylor was born in 1931,
and went on to a career stud-
ded with awards: Rhodes
scholar, companion of the
Order of Canada, I'Ordre na-
tional du Québec, the Molson
Prize and the Prix Léon-
Guérin, as well as professor-
ships all over the world. A

See TAYLOR on PAGEA14

N

* BRIDGE BUILDER: Taylor
born of ‘two solitudes,” A11

* TRUE PATRIOT LOVE:
Robert Sibley on Taylor's
philosophy, passion for
Canada, A12-A13

+ 'INVESTMENT' IN IDEAS:

The spiritual billionaire
- Sir John Templeton, A14
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BYCHRISLACKNER
orn of Canada's two soli-
tudes, it's not surprising that
philosopher Charles Taylor
has garnered an international
reputation as a bridge-
builder. Searching for com-

mon ground across divided lines is in-

trinsic to his identity.

“His mother was French and his fa-
ther was English," said Lindsay Waters,
Mr. Taylor's editor at Harvard Univer-
sity Press. “Like the Mississippi River
or the St. Lawrence Seaway, that line

“Bul sions can be swept aside,
and Charles knows that.”"

Mr. Taylor was born in Montreal in
1931, the third child of Walter Taylor, a
native English speaker and partner in a
local steel factory, and Simone Beaubi-
en, a native French speaker and dress
designer.

When Mr. Taylor was growing up,
family conversations often included
politics, the changing face of Catholi-
cism and the role of French Quebec
within English Ganada. He has tackled
many of those subjects in a world-
renowned academic career that has
produced more than a dozen books and
multiple essays, and seen him awarded
professorships around the world.

Mr. Taylor has written in both of
Canada's official languages, and been
translated into at least 10 others.

“It had a profound influence on me
— I can't imagine what it would be like
to come from a single-language house-
hold,” Mr. Taylor said of his upbringing
in a recent interview with the Citizen.
“It has infected my entire philosophical
life.

“It gives you a whole different out-
look. (1t allows you) to see things (in
Quebec) from the two sides at the very
beginning, and you can see that they're
talking past each other and that there is
a huge misunderstanding going on all
the time ... You feel you either want to
walk away from it, or that you need to
find a way to break through the barri-
er”

Mr. Taylor chose the latter approach,
but wavered between whether he
wanted to effect change as a politician
oran academic.

Before facing that fork in the road in
the 1960s, his mind was honed through
an extensive education.

Mr. Taylor earned his first post-sec-
ondary degree in 1952, a bachelor of
arts in history from McGill University
in Montreal. He was subsequently
awarded a Rhodes Scholarship to at-
tend Balliol College, Oxford University,
and, in 1955, earned a bachelor’s degree
in politics, economics and philosophy
— choosing the latter as his predomi-
nant interest,

Between 1956 and 1961, he was named
Fellow of All Souls College at Oxford,
and studied under prominent zath-
century philosopher Isaiah Berlin, who
supervised his doctoral thesis.

:After earning his PhD in philosophy
from Oxford in 1961, Mr. Taylor re-
turned ro Montreal to work as an assis-
tant professor in the political science
department at McGill University and,
in 1962, also began teaching in the Uni-
versité de Montréal’s philosophy de-
partment.

But Mr. Taylor’s return to Canada al-
so spurred his interest in the corridors
of political power.

M Taylor ran for federal office four
times in Montreal under the banner of
the New Demoeratic Party (1962, 1063,
1965 and 1968) — his most famous elec-
toral battle a second-place finish in
1905 against future prime minister
Pierre Trudeau, who had supported
Mr. Taylor in the 1963 campaign before
making his own political debut,

Mr. Taylor said he and Mr. Trudeau
had a long relationship, often meeting
for lunch before and after the election

THETEMPLETONPRIZE

THE CANADIAN PRESS

Atage 75, Charles Taylor has a lifetime of accomplishment
behind him. But the great Canadian thinker, about to release
another book and co-chair a provincial commission into his home
province’s spirituallife, has no intention of slowing down

to discuss the hot topics of the day, But
they always disagreed on politics in
their home province.

“We disagreed at the beginning and
we disagreed at the end on a very fun-
damental issue that 1 still think he was
terribly wrong about — that you can
treat-Quebec exactly like any other
province,” Mr. Taylor said of his former
adversary. “It's a terrible mistake and
it’s playing into the hands of (sepa-
ratists), and [ deeply regretted that he
came out of retirement to try to sink
(the Meech Lake accord).

"I think he had a very different read-
ing of Quebec nationalism ... he overre-
acted against it," Mr. Taylor said.

The 1968 electoral loss proved a turn-
ing point for Mr. Taylor; he delved into
academia and never looked back.

“He couldn’t keep doing both and be
a success at either,” said Gretta Cham-
bers, Mr. Taylor's oldest sister and for-
mer chancellor of McGill University.
“He decided to settle down and be-
come a philosopher — that doing both
took up too much of his drive,”

Colleagues and former students say
M. Taylor's academic career has baen
defined by two qualities: an uncanny
ability to fuse together seemingly dis-
parate  jdeas and
schools of thought, and
a tremendous sense of
humility in the face of
his many accomplish-
ments.

Mr. Taylor's humble
persona is even reflect-
ed in his trademark
wardrobe:  corduroy
slacks, running shoes
and either a worn
turtleneck or rumpled
cotton polo shirt, "

“Ifit was warm it was a polo shirt, if it
was cold it was a turtleneck,” said Ruth
Abbey, a PhD student under Mr. Taylor
at McGill in the early 1990, and now
an associate professor at the University
of Notre Dame. “In a way his wardrobe
is a reflection of how down to the earth
and human he is — an outward mani-
festation of what his personality is like.
He is not pretentious. He doesn't have
an ego or anything like that*

At six-foot-four, Mr. Taylor is a tall
and gangly man whom one colleague
described as the “gentle giant of philos-
ophy” because of his physical stature
and mild-mannered persona.

Ms, Chambers said even Mr. Taylor's
family has always teased him for his
“dishevelled” appearance, “knotty”
hair and habit of wearing running

on even the most formal of occa-
sions.

Mr. Taylor's intellect and ability to
rapidly synthesize ideas were also evi-
dent in his ability as a lecturer, accord-
ing to Ms. Abbey, who also published a
comprehensive study of Mr. Taylor's
work in 2001,

“The breadth of his knowledge is in-
credible — it's like he's never forgotten
anything he's read and he makes the
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Aspiritualman in a material

connections seem effortless” she said.
“He is extremely energetic and lectures
almost with is whole body, He doesn't
just have hand gestures, he gestures
with is whole arms and shoulders. He
brings the material alive ... it's as if he's
thinking these things for the first time
as he's saying them in the room.”

‘While he taught both philosophy and
political science at McGill until 1997,
the philosopher has lectured and

“I 'was pitched in the other direction
in a way ... that seemed to me, from the
very beginning, to be highly implausi-
ble"

David Martin, a British sociologist
who nominated Mr. Taylor for the
Templeton Prize, said the philosopher
has “crossed the divide” and integrated
different approaches to examining hu-
man history.

“He manages to occupy a middle
ground,” he said, “And 1 think you can
relate his broader intellectual positions
to his contribution and interest in the
political debate in Canada.”

Other major areas that have piqued
Mr. Taylor's interest are multicultural-
ism, language, cross-cultural spirituali-
ty, and the modern emphasis on indi-
vidualism over community.

Due to the breadth of his work, Mr.
Taylor is studied by philosophers and
social scientists across varied disci-
plines — from religious theary to lin-
guistic philosophy. Ms. Abbey said
that, in some cases, people are not even
aware of his contributions to other
felds.

“It's one of the qualities of his mind
that he ranges across ail these areas,”
she said. “The system is set up lo re-
ward specification and it's much easier
to succeed ina narrow field.”

Mr. Waters said Mr. Taylor is able to
focus on many areas without diluting
the quality of his work.

“He is kind of the hedgehog and the
fox together,” Mr, Waters said, “The
hedgehog knows one thing (intimately)
and is unaware of the big picture,
whereas the fox knows a lot but lacks
an attention for details. Taylor is both
— he sort of squares the circle,"

Fitting with his reputation for mod-
esty, Mr. Taylor said his work is not as
multi-faceted as people make it out to
be.

“Tjust happen to have a niche, under-
standing human beings in history, that
happens not to fit into any one disci-
pline —it'sa boundary area,” he said.

Colleagues say Mr. Taylor's work is
rooted in his personal passion for Que-
bec and Canada, and hope for a better
world,

“A lot of this stuff isn't just head, it's
also heart,” Ms. Chambers said of her
brother's writing.

Mr. Taylor's work has garnered him
numerous distinctions, including the
Prix Léon-Gérin, the highest honour
for Quebec intellectuals, grand officer
in the Order of Quebec and companion
of the Order of Canada.

served in pr around the
world, including the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, Oxford University,
Stanford University and the University
of Frankfurt,

As a published writer and lecturer,
M. Taylor has tackled an impressive
range of topics — spanning the fields of
politics, history, ethics, language and
epistemology.

One of his fundamental beliefs is that
rationality is not i ible with

At 75, Mr. Taylor shows no signs of
lowing down. His new book, A Secular
Age — an analysis of secularization and
the modern world — is slated for re-
lease this fall. The book, the third in a
trilogy based on the Gifford Lectures
M. Taylor delivered in 1998 at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, is widely expect-
ed to be his crowning literary achieve-
ment to date.

Quebec Premier Jean Charest has al-
s0 appointed Mr. Taylor to co-chair a

spirituality, He has long argued that the
separation of natural science and reli-
gion has hurt the study of both, and
Pprevented crucial insights into clashes
of religion, culture and morality.

Mr. Taylor said his approach to phi-
losophy is influenced by his Catholic
beliefs,

“It is absolutely fun-
damental — it gives
YOu a certain perspec-
tive on the world,” he
said. “The social-sci-
ence academy over the
last few decades has, by
and large, been tremen-
dously focussed on sec-
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nons in history.

to examine the
dation of cultural religious differences
in public life. Hearings around the
province are expected to begin in the
fall of 2007.

Looking back on his life, Mr. Taylor
said his path would have been vastly
different if he'd been successful in one
of his bids to enter the political arena,

“It would have been radically differ-
ent, Politics can eat you up — one’s
‘whole life can get entirely absorbed in
it he said. "I could easily have spent
the rest of my life outside of the acade-
my without the opportunity to read,
think and write.”

For their part, Mr. Taylor's peers are
thankful for his political failures.

“I'm glad he lost those elections,” Ms.
Abbey said. “It would have been a huge
loss across so many different flelds.
Canada's loss was the world of acade-
mia’s gain."
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Atamesting in 1984, then-prime minister Plerra Trudeau. laft, and Quebec premier Rend Lévesque air their differences, Charles Taylor's Ideal of reconcillation is the hallmark of his philosophic enterprisa.

Irue patriot love

One subject that has always inspired the thinking of Templeton Prize winner Charles Taylor
is the future of Canada and Quebec’s place in the country.

BY ROBERY SIBLEY

he theme 7 1515 runs like a

bright red thread through the

tapestry of Canadian histori-

ography and political philoso-

phy. Numerous thinkers —

John Watson, Harold Innis,
Donald Creighton, George Grant, to
name a few — have detected a deep-
rooted sense of uncertainty about this
country’s survival embedded in the
Canadian psyche.

Canadian history demonstrates, as
one scholar says, “a struggle to build a
nation in the face of stern geograph
difficulties,” the constant pull of imperi-
al powers and the abiding tensions of 4
culturally diverse population.

But perhaps the most historically
salient fact about Canada, like it or not,
and what has made Canada's survival
problematic, is the question of English-
French relations —“two nations war-
ring in the bosom of a single state” to
quote Lord Durham's famous phrase.
Some theorists, such as Goldwin Smith
in the igth century, argued Canada's po-
litical order is unsustainable and, there-
fore, a mistake of history.

Canadians have proven Smith to be
mistaken, so far. Nonetheless, you can't
deny the country’s inherent tensions or
that they have shaped our sense of
identity (or, more accurately, our identi-
ties).

"We have never really been able to
conceptualize Canada as simply a cul-
tural unity and have had to think in
terms of plurality,” says philosopher
Leslie Armour, “but, more importantly,
that the tensions in this plurality have
always been endemic toit."

Indeed, Canada’s existence serves as
a demonstration of “rationalist plural-
ism,” to borrow Armour's phrase. For
the sake of “national” survival, we con-
tinually experiment with ways to main-
tain a dynamic balance in our political
arrangements. We tend to offset one
political party's dominance at the feder-
al level with the election of other politi-
cal parties at the provincial level. We
mitigate regional tensions with the
countervailing attractions of federal in-
stitutions and national policies. We
compensate for the divisions fostered
by a polyethnic society with policies of
bilingualism and multiculturalism.

Such circumstances necessitate a
constant search for ideas that can tran-
scend our geography and quarrelsome
cultures and maintain us, however un-
certainly, as a unified political state,

Philosopher Charles Taylor, this
year's recipient of the prestigious Tem-
pleton Prize for Progress Toward Re-
search or Discoveries About Spiritual

Realities, has been a major source of na-

tion-binding ideas, offering deeply
thought theories for reconciling diverse
cultures and even diverse theories of
knowledge.

His five-decade career has taken him
from political activism — he ran unsuc-
cessfully as an NDP candidate in four
federal elections in the 1960s, including
against Pierre Trudeau in 1065 — to Ox-
ford, Princeton and McGill University,
where he taught for many years, In that
time, Mr. Taylor helped develop “a dis-
tinctive Canadian school of political
theory,” in the words of one critic, that
has gained intern: i i
its focus on theoretical i
zenship, constitutional order, justice,
multiculturalism and epistemology, or
theories of knowledge, for example —
that are of increasing relevance to our
globalizing world. Saciologist Craig
Calhoun calls Mr. Taylor “among the
most influential of late 20th-century
philosapher

Mr. Taylor has devoted much of his
thought to how we can adapt the tools
of traditional liberalism — political sys-
tems, legal institutions and social poli-
cies, in particular — to mitigate or offset
those forces that threaten to tear us
apart,

His theoretical concepts — notions
such as “deep diversity,” “expressive
identity” and “misrecognition,” for in-
stance — offer intellectual tools for
how we might reconcile diverse groups
within Canada so as to remain united
politically regardless of seemingly irre-
solvable differences.

As philosopher Deane-Peter Baker

been translated into numerous lan-
guages,

His study of the igth-century German
philosopher GWEF. Hegel, published 30
years ago, remains a standard text on its
subject. His major book — so far at least
— is Sources of the Se e Making of
the Madern Identity. Published in 1989
to wide applause, the book is a study of
the genesis of the concept of selfhood.

Another book, Multiculturalism and
"The Paolitics of Recognition,” published
in 1992, remains a staple of the liberal-
communitarian debate, while a more re-
cent work, Modern Social Imaginaries,
continues Me. T: exploration of is-
sues surrounding secularism and identi-
ty in the modern West. In 1998, he deliv-
ered the highly prestigious Gifford Lec-
tures, speaking on “Living in the Secular
Age.” A new book, A Secular Age, is to
be published this fall.

Equally telling is Mr. Taylor's influ-
ence on some of the pre-eminent philo-
sophic minds of our times. Hans-Georg
Gadamer, Richard Rorty, Jurgen Haber-
mas, Quentin Skinner, Jean Bethke
Elshtain, Alasdair Maclntyre and Sir
Isaiah Berlin are among the many intel-
lectuals in North America and Europe
wha have responded, critically o oth-
erwise, to Mr. Taylor’s work

M. Taylor himself once described his
career as “the work of a iac,”

prets humans as "objects” or “things”
that can be “"known" for what they are
‘when detached from the social and nat-
ural warlds in which they have their lives.

Against this kind of instrumental rea-
soning, as it's been labeled, Mr. Taylor
sets his awn project, one grounded in
an idea taken from French philosopher
Maurice Merleau-Ponty: “Because we
are in the world, we are condemned to
meaning.” As one critic, Nicholas
Smith, notes, "Taylor's complex project
germinates from this simple core idea.”

L]

We are “condemned to meaning” be-
cause our lives are largely shaped by
unavoidable “layers of meaning” de-
rived variously from our parents,
friends, the community at large and, ul-
timately, the wider world, With his ex-
pressivist theory of human agency, Mr.
Taylor argues that we are not "things"
to be "known” by means of an unhistor-
ical, mathematical form of understand-
ing that separates or abstracts us from
our lived experience in analysing us.
Rather, we are expressive beings, self-
interpreting agents whose actions are
ordered by self-given meanings and
purpuses.

Of course, Mr. Taylor cannot wave
away the last three centuries of western

history with its

It's an apt description, and one that
helps account for the wide response to
his work.

He has written on everything from
political theory; ethics and cultural crit-
icism to metaphysics, theories of

The Canadian state, Charles Taylor argues, should
be constitutionally structured to accommodate
multiple cultures within a single political order.

puts it: “His work is intended to help
people resolve crucial problems of col-
lective existence ... One gets the sense
of a man deeply concerned for his fel-
low human beings and whose philoso-
phy is one of his means (alongside his
political activism) of expressing his
concern.”

Mr. Taylor's thought is by no means
confined to parochial Canadian con-
cerns. As one American commentator
says: “There can be no doubt that Cana-
dian philosopher Charles Taylor has
made a major contribution to the devel-
opment of contemporary philosophy
and is one of the most influential and
prolific philosophers in the English-
speaking world today.” Indeed, over the
course of his career Mr. Taylor has pub-
lished more than 300 scholarly papers

and a dozen books, many of which have

knowledge and linguistic theory. In di-
agnosing the “malaise of modernity,” he
has conducted devastating critiques of
behavioural psychology, positivist phi-
losophy, “extreme" liberalism and what
he calls "scientism.”

If there's one thread that winds
through Mr. Taylor's thought, and, ar-
guably, binds it together as a unified
project, it is his critique of the “sclentif-
ic" paradigm that, in his view, has pro-
moted the modern malaise,

“We have somehow to break down
the barriers between our contemporary
culture of science and disciplined acad-
emi¢ study on one hand, and the do-
main of the spirit, on the other,” he says,

For Mr. Taylor, the “scientific” world-
view and its narrowly empirical under-
standing of human knowledge — what
he calls scientism — inadequately inter-

on the individual and liberal democra-
cy, particularly since those ideas are
themselves tied to the scientific world-
view that emerged during the 18th-cen-
tury Enlightenment,

Nor does he deny the positive aspects
of the Enlightenment project — greater
respect for individuals, freedom and
the overthrow of authoritarian political
orders, for instance. What concerns
‘him, though, is how the Enlightenment
project to master and control the natur-
al world through scientific observation
and manipulation — instrumental rea-
soning, in other words — Is increasing-
ly applied to mastering and manipulat-
ing humans.

This world-view — scientism — has
pushed the liberal ideal of individual
autonomy to such an extreme that we
now exaggerate the autonomous, self-
responsible individual as the locus of
social and political value, The results,
he says, are societies in the West that
alienate people from the communities
in which they live.

Liberal individualism, pushed to the
extreme, forgets that people derive
meaning and purpose from their rela-
tionships. We are not self-created; we
are formed inand by ¢ it

In this regard, Mr. Taylor’s thought
constitutes an attempt to recover the
potential for “belonging,” or communi-
ty, within modern liberal philosophy.
He draws on various thinkers — Hegel,
Herder and Rousseau, in particular —
to further his claim that the modern
ideal of freedom is bound up with and
dependent upon the reconciliation of
the self and the other, the individual
and the community. This ideal relation-
ship is most comprehensively articulat-
ed in the concept of recognition that
Mr. Taylor borrows from Hegel,

‘According to Hegel, the possession of
an authentic identity reconciles the in-
dividual and the community through
forms of “recognition” — family, friend-
ships, work, social groups and, in par-
ticular, political participation — that
satisfy both the individual’s need to be-
long and his concomitant desire for
freedom.

Mr. Taylor deploys the Hegelian con-
cept as a theoretical tool to address is-
sues of identity and difference in plural-
ist, multicultural societies. He argues
that Hegel's concept demonstrates how
our individual identities are shaped by
the views that others have of us, For Mr.
Taylor, this interrelationship of self and
other — intersubjectivity, to use the
academic jargon — reveals that proper
recognition is not simply a matter of
courtesy and respect, but a vital human
need.

“Our identity is partly shaped by
recognition or its absence, often by the
misrecognition of others, and so a per-
son or group of people can suffer real
damage, real distortion, if the people or
society around them. mirror back to
them a confining or demeaning or con-
temptible picture of themselves," says
Mr Taylor.

“Non-recognition or misrecognition
can inflict harm, can be a form of op-
pression, imprisoning someone in a
false, distorted, and reduced mode of

Mr. Taylor’s thinking on the concept
of recognition finds its way into various
aspects of his work: the nature of com-
munity; the affirmation of everyday life;
a critique of “extreme” liberalism; and,
not surprisingly, multiculturalism.

What s at stake in debates about mul-
ticulturalism is the recognition of the
equal value of different cultures, he
says. Not only is there a demand for
recognition on the part of other cul-
tures, but also a claim that what is
sought is not merely acknowledgement
ofthe other’s cultural identity but an ac-

“The dark side of individualism is a
centring on the self, which both flattens
and narrows our lives, makes them
poorer in meaning, and less concerned
with others or s?ciely," says Mr. Taylor.

kno tof the worth of the oth-
er's culture,
L iy
Canada's never-ending (if sometimes
dormant) constitutional debate is a par-
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The Queen signs the constitutional proclamation in Ottawa on Aprll 17, 1882, Far from uniting Canadians, the Constitution has sparked squabbles and spawned discord.

adigmatic example of the politics of
recognition as far as Mr. Taylor is con-
cerned. Our constitutional quarrels
demonstrate a fundamental conflict be-
tween the principles of the rationalist
Enlightenment favoured by English-
speaking Canada and Romantic expres-
sivism reflected in the separatist asp
tions of francophone Quebecers,

Mr. Taylor seeks to ameliorate this
conflict by promoting a politics of
“deep diversity” that accepts “a plurali-
ty of ways of belonging” and does not
require individuals or groups to pass
through some other more dominant
community. The Canadian state, he ar-
gues, should be constitutionally struc-
tured to accommodate multiple cul-
tures within a single political order.

Mr. Taylor distinguishes this idea
from the “first-level diversity” of tradi-
tional liberal societies in which the di-
versity of cultural groups is acknowl-
edged, but all are treated equally by the
state — “the politics of equal dignity,” as
he callsit.

Mr. Taylor argues that such compre-
hensive equality cannot produce gen-
uine recognition because it does not re-
ally provide equal dignity to different
cultures. In particular, francophone
Quebecers (along with aboriginals) are
under pressure from English-speaking
Canada to adopt forms of governance
that conflict with their culture. But both
francophones and aboriginals fear that
the kind of procedural or rationalist lib-
eralism practised in English-speaking
Canada will have homogenizing conse-
quences and undermine the culture that
gives meaning and identity to their lives.

Hence, Mr. Taylor concludes that im-
posing a blanket procedural liberalism
on Quebecers constitutes a form of op-
pression.

“The claim is that the supposedly
neutral set of difference-blind princi-
ples of equal dignity is in fact a reflec-
tion of one hegemonic culture. As it
turns out, then, only the minority or
suppressed cultures are being forced to
take alien form. Consequently, the sup-
posedly fair and difference-blind soci-
ety is not only inhuman (because sup-
pressing identities) but also, in a subtle
and unconscious way, itself highly dis-
criminatory. .

To end this “oppression” requires the
rest of Canada to acknowledge that
measures Quebecers undertake to

maintain their francophone culture
need not infringe on traditional liberal
principles such as freedom of speech,
association and religions, Mr. Taylor ar-
gues.

There is room to allow collective
rights such as language protection to
take precedence over ather rights when
legitimate collective aspirations require
it. English-speaking Canada fails to un-
derstand that the recognition of the
equal rights of individuals provided by
strict adherence to the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms could undermine
Quebec’s cultural identity and lead to
the disappearance of the French culture
in North America, And that, of course,
is something francophones cannot ac-
cept, which is why Quebec has been un-
illing to sign on to the Canadian Con-
stitution.

Mr. Taylor's notion of recognition has
been controversial. Traditional liberal-
ism recognizes that individuals possess
an inherent dignity irrespective of dif-
ferences of class, race, religion or sex.
Mr. Taylor wants to extend the princi-
ple of recognition to include what is
due to person as a member of a particu-
lar ethnic, racial or sexual group.

Critics, however, say Mr. Taylor's cul-
ture-centred liberalism could, if taken
to extreme, produce anti-liberal com-
munitarianism. If a national culture is
the deepest level of diversity, then, pre-
sumably, almost any political action
could be justified to preserve it, includ-
ing the oppression of individuals or
groups believed to pose a threat to that
“national” culture,

Does the privileging of francophone
rights in Quebec open the door for the
suppression of other cultures within
Quebec? If Canadians value multicultur-
alism, why would they value cultures
that do not value multiculturalism and
may only use the benefits of multicultur-
al policies to protect themselves against
having to be genuinely multicultural?

Mr. Taylor acknowledges the poten-
tial dangers of taking the “politics of
recognition” in the wrong direction.

“Irecognize the principle commit-
ment of the indépendentiste leadership
in Quebec is to building an open, tol-
erant, pluralistic society, with place
for minority cultures. But I sense in
the dynamic of the independence
movement itself, in the passions it
feels required to mobilize, the harbin-

gers of a rather narrower and more ex-
clusionist society... -+

“Separation would not only mean
the failure of the Canadian experi-
ment in deep diversity but also the
birth of two new states in some ways
even less amenable to diversity than
our present condition.”

Nonetheless, Mr. Taylor argues that
without pluralistic recognition Cana-
da is even more likely to break apart,
“Deep diversity is the anly formula on
which a united federa! Canada can be
rebuilt ...” Canadians must reconcile
the liberal tradition of individual
rights with the communitarian em-
phasis on collective rights.

Clearly, this ideal of reconciliation is
the hallmark of Mr. Taylor's philo-
sophic enterprise, whether applied to
his political theory or his critique of
scientism, This ideal, however, raises
the question of where to place Mr.
Taylor, philosophically speaking.

The ancient Greek poet Archilochus
once said there are two types of
thinkers, foxes and hedgehogs. “The
fox knows many things, but the hedge-
hog knows one big thing.”

Scholarly tradition, ta borrow from
Isaiah Berlin, interprets Archilochus
to mean that some thinkers discover a
single, universal organizing principle
that provides an all-encompassing vi-
sion of reality, while others under-
stand the world in a more multifac-
eted manner that precludes fitting the
varieties of experience into an all-em-
bracing world-view,

Where does Mr. Taylor fit? The
gamut of his concerns and the breadth
of his interests suggest a fox-like
thinker, Yet the abiding theme of his
thinking, the quest for reconciliation,
implies a hedgehog mind.

Perhaps the fact that he's won the
Templeton Prize, which honours
those who regard spiritual reality to
be as important as the material reality
investigated by science, suggests that
Mr. Taylor himself is uncertain, still
trying to bring the parts into a unified
whole, still condemned to a search for
meaning, If so, well, that makes him
eminently Canadian.

Robert Sibley is a seniorwriter for the Citizen. His
'book Northern Spirits, a study of Canadian political
philosophers, including Charles Taylor, is to be pub-
lished by McGill-Queen’s University Press.

Separation, says Charles Tavior. ‘would not only
mean the failure of the Canadian experiment
in deep diversity, but also the birth of two new
States in some ways even less amenable
to diversity than our present cond

o
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Separatists demonstrate In Montreal in May 1964.
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‘A good investment’

Sir John Templeton earned his billions in the material world, but the spiritual realm has long been his passion

BY CHARLES ENMAN

esus is alleged to have said
that it was “easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God.”

That might be bad news for billion-
aire philanthropist Sir John Temple-
ton.

And Sir John himself once told a re-
porter: “There’s a lot of truth in that.
When people trust in something oth-
er than God, it's difficult to be truly
spiritual.

“Don't fall in love with money.”

Without placing bets on Sir John's
prospects, we can agree that this bil-
lionaire has attempted to use his mon-
ey in ways that bids fair to please any
deity that has the human herd on the
radar screen.

And the deity’s radar screen, and re-
lated matters, is surely a major inter-
est of Sir John's.

As far back as 1972, he established
the Templeton Prize for Progress in
Religion, which was intended to hon-
our people who advanced knowledge
of spiritual realities.

1f this seemed to bring science, so

row fidelity to a particular branch of
religion. Christians have won the
award and have also been on the judg-
ing committee, but so have Hindus,
Jews, Buddhists and Muslims.
Anyone can submit a person’s name
in nomination for the prize, but they
should specify how that person's
work has uniquely helped to expand
human perspectives on divinity, That

-work might include research in such

diverse areas as love, creativity, pur-
pose, infinity, intelligence, thanksgiv-
ing, and prayer.

The award is not necessarily in-
tended to fund further research. The
hope is that it will bring public aware-
ness to people whaose have endeav-
oured to deepen the world’s under-
standing of spiritual realities — and to
show that some of those efforts are in-
tellectually respectable and occurring
around the world.

Sir John, now 94, was born in Ten-
nessee, though he renounced his
American citizenship nearly 40 years
ago and now lives as a British subject
inthe B

He graduated with top marks in eco-
nomics from Yale in 1934, and went on
to Oxford as a Rhodes scholar, from
which he graduated with an master's

For Sir John Templeton, spiritual realities
were every bit as important

as those areas that science

more conventionally investigates

long cast as a natural antagonist of re-
ligion, into a new posture of examin-
ing religion without preconceptions
or bias, Sir John was all for this new
posture.

“If even a 10th of world research
funds were focused on the spiritual
realm, I don't see why we couldn’t
vastly increase our knowledge of
those realities — perhaps learning, in
a few years, 100 times more than we
know today,” he said.

And he pointed to the vast increases
in knowledge of medicine, physics, cos-
mology and other areas that the frontal
assault of scientific investigation has
achieved in the past two or three cen-
turies,

There was no reason, he believed,
‘that similar progress could not be
made in areas of spiritual investigation,
given equivalent support.

For Sir John, spiritual realities were
every bit as important as those areas
that science more conventionally in-
vestigates, and so he established a
monetary award higher even than
those that Nobel laureates receive.
This year, the award will be £800,000,
or more than $1.8 million Cdn, the
largest monetary prize of any kind
given to an individual.

In 2001, the award was renamed the
Templeton Prize for Progress Toward
Research or Discoveries About Spiri-
tual Realities.

Many famous people have won the
Templeton Prize. The first winner,
back in 1973, was Mother Teresa of
Caleutta, In 1082, evangelist Billy Gra-
ham was chosen. The next year's
prize went to dissident Soviet novelist
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.

A surprising winner from 1993 was
Charles Colson, convicted Watergate
felon, who founded the Prison Fel-
lowship, an organization that seeks to
use the teachings of Christ to help the
rehabilitation of prisoners.

The prize does not reflect any nar-

degree in law. In 1940, he opened an
investment counselling firm on Wall
Street, and 14 years later, started Tem-
pleton Growth Ltd., an investment
fund that was one of the first to seek
investment opportunities around the
globe.

From the beginning, Sir John was a
“value investor,” looking for well-
structured companies whose shares
were undervalued.

In Sir John's companies, every
meeting of the fund directors or
shareholders opened with prayer, of-
ten led by Sir John himself. His reli-
gious commitments did not stop at
the office door; for 42 years, he was a
board trustee of Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary, the largest seminary of
the Presbyterian Church, and served
as its chairman for 12.

In 1987, he had a big year. The
Queen knighted him for his philan-
thropic ventures, and he established
the Templeton Foundation, which
now administers the Templeton Prize
and encourages scientific work on
natural law, creativity, consciousness,
the origins of the universe and other
large issues.

In 1992, he sold his firm, the Tem-
pleton Group, to Franklin Resources
for $013 million U.S.

Sir John is mostly retired now, and
direction of the foundation has been
taken over by his son, John Jr.

Not everyone has applauded his at-
tempt to bring science and religion to-
gether. Noted atheist Richard
Dawkins has dismissed the Temple-
ton Prize as “a very large sum of mon-
ey given, usually to a scientist who is
prepared to say something nice about
religion.”

Such dismissals don't dismay Sir

John.
“It's a good investment,” he has said.
“Most other investments have risk
factors, but in my judgment, this is a
sure thing.”
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