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Conservative Catholic theologian
wins $1 million prize in religion

NEW YORK (AP) —Like many of
his contemporaries, Michael Novak
went from anti-war activist in the
1960s to conservative in the '80s. The
Catholic scholar’s theological odyssey
won him the $1 million Templeton

Prize for Progress in Religion.

In announcing the award yester-
day, administrators of the prize
praised him as a pioneer in the theol-
ogy of economics. Best known for
leading lay opposition to the U.S.
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bishops’ critique of the American
economy, Novak was chosen by a
nine-judge international panel that
included former British Prime Min-
ister Margaret Thatcher.

“The great myth of the 20th cen-
tury was for progressive people to
imagine that the state was the engine
of their hopes,” Novak said yesterday.

The Templeton Prize was estab-
lished in 1972 by investment manager
John M. Templeton to recognize indi-
viduals who advance the world’s un-
derstanding of religion. It is the larg-
est monetary prize for achievement in
any field.

Previous winners include Mother
Teresa, the Rev. Billy Graham and Al-
exander Solzhenitsyn. Last year's
winner was former Watergate figure
Charles Colson, who later founded a
prison ministry.

Novak, whose writings include
“The Spirit of Democratic Capital-
ism” and “The Experience of No-
thingness,” holds the George Freder-
ick Jewett Chair in Religion and Pub-
lic Policy at the American Enterprise
Institute in Washington.

Novak, 60, was born in Johns-
town, Pa. He spent 12 years as a
Roman Catholic seminarian but did
not enter the priesthood.

In the 1960s, he was a strong
critic of the Vietnam War and an ad-

Michael Novak
Advocate of capitalism

vocate of the federal government’s
anti-poverty programs.

Later in his career, he became a
leading conservative theologian who
argued that capitalism, restrained by
political and moral forces, is the eco-
nomic system most likely to raise the
poor ouf of poverty.

In 1986, U.S. bishops approved a
pastoral letter urging changes in na-
tional economic policies to fight “the
social and moral scandal” of wide-
spread poverty in a wealthy nation.




